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Clem McSpadden
en d ow ed  c h a i r  i n  ag ri c u lt u ra l  yo u t h  le a d er s h i p

The great nephew of Will Rogers, McSpadden 
was born and resided in the Chelsea, Oklahoma, 
area.  He received his bachelor’s degree in animal 
husbandry from Oklahoma State University in 1948.    

McSpadden was a true Cowboy.  He loved roping, 
particularly steer roping, and had a special fondness 
for the old ropers like Everett Shaw, Fred Lowery, 
Ike Rude and Dick Truitt.  As a roper, he knew 
the McEntire family and helped famous country 
singer Reba McEntire get her start by singing the 
National Anthem at the National Finals Rodeo.

McEntire was just one of many young people 
McSpadden encouraged throughout his lifetime.  
He and his wife, Donna, endowed a scholarship 
in the Animal Science Department at OSU to 
assist students with similar interests and show their 
dedication to tomorrow’s youth. 

In July 2008, Oklahoma lost one of its great 
sons when McSpadden died of cancer at 82. His 
patriotism and spiritual side are best remembered 

in two pieces he wrote titled, “If This Flag Could 
Talk,” and “The Cowboy’s Prayer.”

The Clem McSpadden Chair in Agricultural 
Youth Leadership will endow a program within 
the Animal Science Department to provide a select 
group of students with leadership and international 
experience involving state and national government 
and the agriculture industry.   

By making a gift to the McSpadden Chair you can 
help ensure his legacy never dies and his impact is 
felt by future industry leaders for years to come.

Please make checks payable to OSU Foundation.
Contributions may be sent to:

OSU Foundation
Attn: Clem McSpadden Endowed Chair

P.O. Box 1749  |  Stillwater, OK  74076-1749
800.622.4678  | 405.385.5100

Give Online Now at: OSUgiving.com

Endowed Chairs  |  Oklahoma State University Foundation

memories of Clem McSpadden may include his robust 
voice announcing a professional rodeo or his time as 

a former state and federal lawmaker.  No matter the “arena” 
in which he is remembered, Clem McSpadden was a wonderful 
leader and a great historian.


